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Have you seen the Torah's elaborate

cover and ornaments—its rich silver
embroidery on fine fabric, tiny bells adorning brass
or silver handle ornaments, and fancy breastplate?
When the Torah reaches the reader’s table after it has
been carried through the congregation, the rabbi or
Torah reader removes the covering and ornaments,
sets the Torah on the table, and unrolls it to that
week’s T )B—Torah portion.

Each parashah is divided into sections, or readings. For
each section, one or more congregants are called up to the Torah to say two blessings—
one before the Torah reader begins to read that section, and one after the reader has
finished. The honor of being called up to recite these blessings is called an
rr:'w (“going up”). The blessing before the Torah reading has two parts. The first
part is the Bar'chu, a call to the congregation to praise God. The second part thanks
God for choosing us to receive the gift of the Torah.

BLESSING BEFORE THE TORAH READING
Practice reading the blessing aloud.
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Praise Adonai, who is praised.

Praised is Adonai, who is praised forever and ever.
Praised are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the world,
for choosing us from all the nations

and giving us God's Torah.

Praised are You, Adonai, who gives us the Torah.




PRAYER
DICTIONARY

MATCH GAME

Connect each Hebrew word to its English meaning.
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- 13: 4 chose (choosing) omyn 5;73
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ety
the nations
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and gave (and giving)

to us

1NN

God’s Torah

1mn

gives

This Torah mantle is
adorned with a quote
from Leviticus 25:10,
which also appears on the
Liberty Bell in Philadelphia.




BLESSING AFTER THE TORAH READING

The blessing we say after the Torah reader has finished reading that section of the
Torah praises God for giving us the Torah of truth and eternal life. Although our
bodies cannot live forever, by reading the Torah and passing it and its lessons down to
our children and then to their children, we keep Torah and we keep our heritage alive
forever. The chain of tradition that began when Moses and the Israelites received the
Torah almost 3,500 years ago lives on as we hear its words each week.

Practice reading the blessing said after the Torah reading.
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Praised are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the world,
who gave us the Torah of truth,

and implanted within us eternal life.

Praised are You, Adonai, who gives us the Torah.
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Blessing for Before the Torah Reading
Vocabulary

Chose (choosing): 1na

Us: 1m

From all: 7an

The nations: Dmyn

And gave (and giving): Nl
To us: 17

G-d’s Torah: inmin

Gives: |nia

The Torah reading begins with the 1572, the call to worship. 1572
comes from the root >1a which means praise or bless. Why do
you think the blessing before the Torah reading begins with the
1D02?

Which two words above come from the root ama, to give?



Blessing for After Reading the Torah
Vocabulary

Torah of: min
Truth: npp

And life (of): *ni

Eternal, world: n7%iy
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The Torah is the first part of the Bible ('q”;ﬂ_’l); the

Book of Prophets (D?X'21) is the second; and

SR Writings (0721N3), which includes psalms, poems, and

: \ proverbs, is the third. At the conclusion of the Torah

= _/ reading on Shabbat and on holidays, an honored person

' | in the congregation reads a section from the Book of

Prophets called the IT1V9IT (“conclusion”). The haftarah

is often related by theme to that week's Torah portion or to

a holiday season. When you become a Bar or Bat Mitzvah and are called up to the Torah
for the first time, you will be the one to chant the haftarah that day!

Our tradition teaches that the prophets were learned, righteous people who spread
the word of the Torah to the Jewish people. They were the conscience of the Jews. The
truths taught by the prophets are told in the haftarah and help us to better understand
important ideas or values found in the Torah.

We say a blessing before chanting the haftarah. Because the prophets were so
important in communicating God’s word, this blessing praises God for the fact that the
Israelites had prophets.

BLESSING BEFORE THE HAFTARAH READING
Practice reading the blessing aloud.
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Praised are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the world, who chose

good (faithful) prophets, and was pleased with their words spoken in truth.

Praised are You, Adonai, the One who takes delight in (chooses) the Torah, and in Moses, God's
servant, and in Israel, God's people, and in prophets of truth and righteousness (justice).




Blessing for Haf-Torah

Chose na

Prophets n'x'q)

Good (faithful) ntio

Spoken nmnNIn

In truth npxa

The one who chooses 1nian
G-d’s servant iTay

G-d’s people iny

And righteousness (justice) pyI



Torah Blessings

*Words will appear diagonal, across, down and upside down.
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hat's the most recent honor you received that made you
proud? Maybe it was a diploma, or a pennant from the county
softball tournament, or a trophy for best project at the science fair. You might have
held up your diploma for everyone to see, or taken a team photo with the pennant, or
polished your trophy until it sparkled!

The Jewish people are proud of the Torah, and each time after it is read, we lift it
up high so the congregation can see the inside of the scroll. The honor of lifting up the
Torah is called hagbahah. We proudly raise the Torah to show symbolically that the
words we just read aloud are the same words that Moses spoke to the Israelites in the
wilderness almost 3,500 years ago.

Practice reading TIMT NXM aloud.
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And this is the Torah that Moses placed before the people of Israel,
by the word of Adonai through Moses.




V’zot Ha Torah

And this is: nxfl
Placed, put: v
Moses: nyn
Before: 19%
People of: na

Israel: Ixaw!



Torah Blessings

Write the English translation of the Hebrew words in the boxes
above.

Across
2 iny

Down
1iTay

2 inin
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ow unusual would a love song be if it

didn’t mention love? Or a movie about
surfing that didn’t show one surfboard? Surprisingly,
the Mourner’s VJ’WP a prayer said in memory of
those who have died, doesn’t mention death at all.
Instead, it praises God, speaks of God’s holiness, and
expresses our longing for peace on earth. At our
saddest moments, we speak words of promise and
of hope.

" Practice reading the Mourner’s Kaddish aloud.
X327 M wIpnn STany

MIDYN PR MY K3 T Knpya-.

,‘7:_("1?}? na-5o7 7121 132731727 1i07ma

K MK 2R T XIYa

XM7Y MHYI DOYD IR K3 MW K
KWInm ORinnm Axan? nany? 57an’ .
XITPI2 KYTRT AW 5200 T2y YT
RDTWY KNT253 10 KHY7

K 1KY KRPYR TTRKT KOO XOOAwn
N 1R K2 RRPY NI

AR TR SRTETOITOYY oy Drm

DibY My KT vaina ohy vy

AR TR ORIV WY




DID YOU KNOW? == === o o ¢ o 4 & o+ o s s e =

Did you notice something different about the language of the .
W T2 Most of the words in the W77 are Aramaic. Aramaic l
is a language similar to Hebrew that was spoken by the Jews at I
the time of Ezra in the fifth century 8.c.t. and for about a »
thousand years thereafter. The last two lines of the W72 are |
written in Hebrew. Do you recognize them?

THE HEBREW-ARAMAIC CONNECTION

The words in the Kaddish may look difficult but, in fact, you
already know many of them!

In the right-hand column are Hebrew prayer words you have
already learned. In the left-hand column are related Aramaic
words from the Kaddish.

Write the number of the Hebrew word next to its related
Aramaic word. (Hint: Look for related roots.)

ARAMAIC HEBREW
T2 7
Koyl TR 2
o iV 3
Inm 7
VJ'*_II?I:'\?'! ,W""-'[[_? - (mpk] o
Ricioi — M2
xnwo by 7
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PRAYER
DICTIONARY

God'’s kingdom




Draw a line to match the Shoresh (root)
on the right to the correct word on the
left:

*Hint, look for similar letters

N7 ynv
NYTR phkb]
yny TP
innhn T
NN >'m

nipk! 2NN



Kaddish Aramaic Vocabulary
Holy: w'Tp
Will be great: %Tan:
And will be holy: wapn'
G-d’s name: nny
In the world: xn%ya
And will rule: 3"m?

G-d’s kingdom: anidn

Kaddish Hebrew Vocabulary

And in the life of: *n2i
Forever: n7y7

And will be praised: nany'i
Blessed: 32

Blessing: xn)Ma

Peace: xny
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