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Tevet—Shevat  5781    -    JANUARY 2021 

Friday, January 1 
Shabbat Service      6 pm 

Saturday, January 2 
Shabbat Service       10:30 am 
Vay’chi, Genesis 47:2850:26 
I Kings 2:112 

Friday, January 8 
Shabbat Service      6 pm 

Saturday, January 9 
Shabbat Service       10:30 am 
Sh’mot, Exodus 1:1-6:1 
Isaiah 27:6-28:13; 29:22-23 

Friday, January 15 
MLK Shabbat Service     6 pm 

Saturday, January 16 
Shabbat Service       10:30 am 
Va-eira, Exodus 6:2-9:35 
Ezekiel 28:25-29:21  

Friday, January 22 
Preschool & Family Shabbat Service 

    6 pm 
Saturday, January 23 
Shabbat Service       10:30 am 
Bo, Exodus 10:1-13:16 
Jeremiah 46:13-28  

Friday, January 29 
Shabbat Service      6 pm 

Saturday, January 30 
Shabbat Service       10:30 am 
B’shalach, Exodus 13:17-17:16 
Judges 4:4-5:31  

Friday, February 5 
Shabbat Service      6 pm 

Saturday, February 6 
Shabbat Service       10:30 am 
Yitro, Exodus 18:1-20:23 
Isaiah 6:1-7:6; 9:5-6  
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From the Presidents
Shalom Chaverim!  

Happy 2021! We hope this message finds you all rested and ready for an exciting new Gregorian year filled with so many 
new opportunities and (most-likely) new challenges. It is amazing to reflect that we have been through over ten months (or 
has it been ten years?) of this pandemic. As we stand on the threshold of a New Year, we cannot help but reflect on the 
past twelve months and what a remarkable moment in history it has been. We continue to be proud of how our synagogue 
community has come together during these challenging months to support and care for each other, to serve our amazing 
community and our neighbors, and to continue to offer a robust catalogue of educational opportunities and programming 
for all ages. We are looking forward to more of the same in the months to come.   

As we do at our Jewish New Year, we want to begin the 2021 year with a focus on gratitude for our blessings. We are so 
grateful for all the world’s scientists and researchers who have been working tirelessly to develop effective vaccines and 
find ever better courses of treatment. We are so grateful for all the medical professionals who have worked day and night 
to care for those suffering from COVID-19 as well as all those whose regular medical needs have been so impacted by the 
coronavirus. We are so grateful for all our congregants who have chosen to stay as committed Temple Emanu-El members 
during a time when other congregations have seen people drift away. Our synagogue family has stayed strong and 
dedicated, and we do not take a drop of that commitment for granted. We are beyond grateful for our synagogue team 
and teachers who have and continue to keep our synagogue “open-ish” so that we can still have our regular livestream 
services, our B’nai Mitzvot, our fantastic Torah School, our loving Preschool, our food pantry, and our Zoom life-cycle 
moments. And of course, we are grateful to all our dedicated volunteers and Board members who continue to work closely 
together to steer our ship safely through these rough waters with compassion and tireless efforts.   

As ever, we are only as strong as our Temple membership and its leadership. To that end, we hope you will read the email 
that will be coming from us next week, inviting you (yes, YOU!) to consider joining the Board and further deepen your 
involvement in our sacred community. Our experience over the years as Temple Emanu-El Board members has been 
amazingly gratifying, to say the least. As we approach to the final six months of our co-presidency term, we can both say 
that serving on the Board has been one of the more rewarding and 
enriching experiences of our adult lives.  We hope that you will consider 
bringing your unique voice, perspective, and talents to our wonderful 
leadership team.   

As always, we encourage you to reach out to us with your ideas, thoughts 
and concerns so that we can better serve you and our community. 

Jeff Schindler & Eric Rosenzweig, Co-Presidents 
presidents@teesd.org 

The Temple office will be closed on 
Friday, January 1. 

The Temple office will also be closed on  
Monday, January 18  

in observance of Martin Luther King Day. 
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    Add Your Strength to Ours! 
Below is a list of contacts for committees, 
projects and other ways to become more 
involved in the life of Temple EmanuEl. 
Please reach out to any of these groups to 
learn more about their work, and how you 
can become involved. 

• Adult Education adulted@teesd.org 
Madelynn Micon (619) 200-3237

   Laurie Baron 

• Advocacy advocacy@teesd.org 
Barbara Learner

   Mark Berger 
   Janice Steinberg 

• Budget and Finance financecommittee@teesd.org

• Caring Community caringcom@teesd.org 
Ira Moskowitz (619) 449-2762

• Mental Health Subcommittee
Lisa Goldberg (619) 405-5261
lisa.goldberg113121@gmail.com 

• Endowment endowment@teesd.org 
Bob Rubenstein

• House & Grounds housegrounds@teesd.org
   Steve Naiman  (619) 449-2349

• Library library@teesd.org 
Wendy Ponomarenko

• Membership membership@teesd.org 
Cathy Sigismonti

• Mi Shebeirach Tapestry  tapestry@teesd.org
Claire Fritz

• Personnel personnelcom@teesd.org 
Debbie Macdonald (858) 731-1354

• Preschool preschool_com@teesd.org
Lauren Frederick

• Publicity publicity@teesd.org 

• Safety/Security security1@teesd.org 
Greg Houska

• Social Action socialaction@teesd.org 
• Torah School thscom@teesd.org 

Barbara Braasch
Michelle Roth

• Women of Reform Judaism     wrj@teesd.org
Nancy Marcus
Barbara Chancy

• Worship teesdworship@gmail.com 
Shelli Stein

• Youth rabbibenj@teesd.org 
Rabbi Benj Fried

Life Membership 
Thank you to our lifetime endowment members 



All levels of Chai Circle and Life Membership will have their 

names published at High Holy Days and in HaSofer (The 

Scribe).  For more information about our programs, please call 

the Temple office at (6919) 2862555. 

  

 

 

 

 

Chai Circle 

Temple members who are able to go above and beyond the 
standard Temple dues requirement enable us to continue our 
high standard of services and programs for all members, 
regardless of  means. Please consider joining at one of the 
following levels: 
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Your generous donations to Temple Emanu-El’s Social Action 
Fund are used to serve the needs of the community, locally, 
nationally and internationally. 

In December, funds were sent to Magen David Adom 
(afmda.org), Israel’s medical emergency response and 
ambulance service. Founded in 1930, it serves as first 
responders for the country’s eight million people. In response to 
the global pandemic, they launched a “Corona Guardians” 
project to train the public in free online classes describing how 
the virus works in order to cut the chain of infections among 
family, friends and coworkers. The class also teaches the public 
to keep track of exposures and stresses social distancing. Youth 
volunteers help by handing out masks and help to raise 
awareness of the precautions and the dangers. 

In January, we will allocate money to the San Diego Center for 
the Blind (sdcb.org), which provides a variety of services to 
those who have no vision and to those who need to adjust to 
vision loss. The staff works with clients to provide assessment, 
training, counseling, advocacy and connection to resources in 
the community. During the pandemic, the need has increased 
and programs expanded, both with issues of technology and 
with social connection. The building is closed and in-person 
assistance is impossible, which has led to reduction in their 
normal funding. 

Temple Emanu-El has worked with the Center for many years to 
serve 240 clients a festive Thanksgiving dinner. In 2020, this 
dinner, like so many other programs, had to be cancelled. 

The Social Action Committee carefully screens all recipients to 
make sure money you donate to continue the work of  

tikkun olam is spent wisely. 

Helping to 
Repair the World 

Martin Luther King Day of Service 
Environment and Climate Justice 

January 18  10 am 

For the 13th year, members of Temple Emanu-El and those in 
other Jewish, Christian, LDS and Muslim congregations will 
work together to make this a “day on” rather than a “day off” 
to honor Dr. King’s work.  

In the past, we have worked together outdoors in Balboa 
Park to beautify San Diego. This year, we have a unique 
opportunity to hear how Dr. King’s dream has a new 
beginning. Following brief remarks from members of the 
clergy representing different faith communities in our city, 
the morning will feature a virtual conversation with the 
NAACP on Environment and Climate Justice: Dreaming Urban 
Greening.  

This remarkable virtual event will bring together people of 
different faiths and cultural backgrounds for a wonderful 

morning of community building, 
education and camaraderie.  

There is no charge for the event, 
but registration is required. 
Please sign up using the web link 
on the Temple’s home page. 

For questions, please contact the 
Social Action Committee at 
socialaction@teesd.org. 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support 
Temple EmanuEl every time you shop, at no cost to you. When 
you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low 
prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a 
portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable 
organization.   
To start shopping, go to our website, teesd.org and click on the 
AmazonSmile logo on our home page.  You can also now use 
AmazonSmile on the Amazon Shopping app on your phone.  
Download or update to the latest version of the app,  open it and 
find “Settings” and follow the on-screen directions. 

Mailbox

Thank you for your donation to the 
San Diego Rapid Response Network. 

Every day, our dedicated team of staff 
and volunteer dispatchers and 
responders stand with vulnerable members of the immigrant 
community - advocating for their safety, providing emergency 
shelter and financial assistance, and coordinating free and 
low-cost legal representation to defend against family 
separation, unjust deportation, and rights violations. 

Because of you, individuals and families with few resources to 
defend themselves will have access to these critical services 
when they need it most. 

Thank you for ensuring that no one stands alone in our 
community. 

Michael Hopkins, Chief Executive Officer 
Jewish Family Services 

❖❖❖❖❖❖

Your generous donations to the Social Action Fund  
make it possible to respond to needs in our community 

and around the world. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
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We all know how difficult it’s been this school year for parents who have small children. On November 8, our Subcommittee 

sponsored a very special Zoom panel event for parents of pre-K through elementary school students. The panel focused on 

strategies, tips and ideas for a successful school year. 

Our panelist included Dr. Marni Nagel, Pediatric Psychologist at the Orange County Children’s Hospital, Cindy Marten, 

Superintendent of the San Diego Unified School District, and Shelli Stein, professional athlete, adult/child trainer and author.  Not 

only did our experts provide insights into how children are affected at this time, but they also recommended vetted websites to 

move parents and children forward positively while building resilience. 

The recording of this Zoom talk is available on the Temple’s website, in the Caring Community page, as well as the websites the 

experts recommended (https://teesd.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Recommended-Websites-from-the-Panel-event-rev1.pdf) 

Don’t miss the opportunity to listen, or re-listen, to the event, and to check out the panelists’ excellent resources. 

If you have questions about the Mental Health Committee, please contact me at lisa.goldberg113121@gmail.com. 

Mental Health Subcommittee 
By Lisa Goldberg, Subcommittee Chair 

Community Corner:  

The Dwelling Place of Possibilities 
by Gail Braverman, M.A., LMFT, and Temple Board Member 

We are standing on the edge, peering into the New Year and looking toward, if not a cure, a vaccine that will be able to control 
Covid-19. 

The pandemic has forced us to face many things, including the terrible loss of loved ones. We have lived in the space of 
uncertainty and fear, and it appears we are facing another transition - the place of possibilities and new beginnings. What do we 
want? What will be possible? What changes will be permanent? We are still in the space of the unknown and may be for a long 
time. 

Most of us have developed tools that have helped us cope through these last many months. Now we are faced with questions like: 
“What do I take from this experience? How do I make meaning out of this? Do I want to do anything different?” 

There is no magic answer, or steps 1-10 to follow that ensure a safe passage from darkness into light. But the following are 
comforts that, although may not erase your pain, can ease your pain and offer you hope.

This may be the first time in our lives that we have ever experienced such deep loneliness. We have been deprived of the comfort 
of family, friends and community and look forward to the time we can get together. We will have learned never to take those 
things for granted again. 

We have learned to face solitude and silence. Silence can unveil things we are not used to facing. Perhaps we have had some 
realizations during this time. 

We live in a culture that demands instant gratification. Maybe we have learned more about patience. 

Possibly we have come to discover or recover prayer. That childlike asking for something becomes a connection to something 
bigger than ourselves. 

And then there were the tears. Tears for you, for me, for the country, the world and all those who suffer. It doesn’t matter why. It 
matters that we can still feel. 

Let us hope that our dreams of a better world can come true in 2021.

Today’s Practice: Today I will be mindful of the things I wish to do in the year ahead and grateful for the things this 
time has taught me. 

Reflection: I will remain curious and open to possibilities.  

I welcome your comments. You can reach me at gbrave3333@aol.com. 

https://teesd.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Recommended-Websites-from-the-Panel-event-rev1.pdf
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As I write this article, we are three days away from the beginning of the installation of the wrought iron security fence along 
College Avenue. To say that the Safety/Security Committee and the Board of Directors is excited is a complete understatement. 

For years, we have applied for a Homeland Security Grant to enhance our security along the east side of the Temple but have 
been turned down each time.  Finally, the Committee went to the Board of Directors in November 2019 and they approved the 
funds for the installation from our Temple budget. Since then, it has taken over a year to go through all the permit processes, 
bureaucratic red tape, COVID restrictions, SDG&E approvals, water department approvals, storm water permits - you name the 
hoop, we jumped over it!  

If we had applied for a six-foot-tall fence, many of the permits would not have been required. But we have always felt that if a 
fence were to be installed, it made sense to go as high as possible. Thus, you now see an eight-foot tall, wrought iron fence, with a 
guardian top, curved outward bars to prevent anyone from climbing over. The owner of Del Cerro Realty, the business which 
shares our parking lot, was more than supportive, as were our neighbors adjacent to the Temple.  

Your Safety/Security Committee, our Temple’s hired security company and the ADL are dedicated to consistently assess our 
facility’s vulnerabilities. This is a huge win for us all. 

Thank you to our congregational family for your patience, and to Jeff Schindler and Eric Rosenzweig, our Temple Co-Presidents, for 
believing in us and supporting the process.  

Our New Fence—A Long Time Coming 
by Cathi L. Marx, Safety/Security Committee Chair 

Depression and anxiety are on the rise. Do you suffer from stress, tension, worry, hopelessness? Can't sleep, experiencing anger, 
fear and panic? You are not alone. Recovery International is a cognitive behavioral, peer to peer, self-help training method that has 
been around for 80 years. It supports individuals as they gain skills to lead more peaceful and productive lives. The meetings are 
donation based, but no one is ever turned away. Getting relief is more important.    

Mondays at 10 am via zoom. 

San Diego Recovery International   (619) 383-2084    lisa@recoveryinternational.org       www.recoveryinternational.org 

Recovery International

At the next Book Group meeting on Zoom, we’ll discuss The Russian Debutante’s Handbook by Gary Shteyngart. 

The Russian Debutante's Handbook introduces Vladimir Girshkin, one of the most original and unlikely heroes of recent times. The 
twenty-five year-old unhappy lover to a fat dungeon mistress, affectionately nicknamed "Little Failure" by his high-achieving 
mother, Vladimir toils his days away as a lowly clerk at the bureaucratic Emma Lazarus Immigrant 
Absorption Society. When a wealthy but psychotic old Russian war hero appears, Vladimir embarks on 
an adventure of unrelenting lunacy that takes us from New York's Lower East Side to the hip frontier 
wilderness of Prava--the Eastern European Paris of the nineties. With the help of a murderous but fun-
loving Russian mafioso, Vladimir infiltrates the Prava expat community and launches a scheme as 
ridiculous as it is brilliant. 

Bursting with wit, humor, and rare insight, The Russian Debutante's Handbook is both a highly 
imaginative romp and a serious exploration of what it means to be an immigrant in America. 

I’ll be leading this discussion, and I guarantee some people will be appalled by the protagonist’s 
behavior. I’m looking forward to a very lively evening. 

For the Zoom link, or to get on the Book Group mailing list, contact me at janicesteinberg@cox.net. 

Temple Emanu-El Book Group 
by Janice Steinberg, Book Group Coordinator 

Monday, January 18    7 pm 

mailto:Lisa@recoveryinternational.org
http://www.recoveryinternational.org/
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Happy January! 

As we enter 2021, we are looking forward to a new legislative season and new 
opportunities to make a positive impact in our world. Putting our Jewish values into 
legislative action is at the heart of what we do. This year, we anticipate that we will 
focus on addressing anti-Semitism, environmental justice and racial equity.   

While these issues are not only national but worldwide, we follow the dictum “Think 
globally. Act locally.” Here in California, we are witnessing firsthand the relationship between environmental issues and racial 
inequity. After running on an anti-fracking platform, Governor Newsom granted fracking permits to energy companies that 
disproportionately impact low-income, racial minority and indigenous communities. Learning about these kinds of issues connects 
us more deeply to our Jewish obligations to be good stewards of the earth and all her inhabitants, as well as supporting our 
neighbors who are most profoundly impacted by these types of policies. We are excited to work with our community partners and 
our own Rabbi Devorah, who is passionate about these sacred obligations.   

In addition to these new initiatives, we will continue to work on the issues of gun violence prevention and immigration, as we 
pursue a more peaceful and safe San Diego.  

If you have legislative initiatives you think our Advocacy Committee should look at, please email us at advocacy@teesd.org. 

Advocacy Committee 
by Mark Berger, Barbara Learner and Janice Steinberg ,Advocacy Committee Co-Chairs 

We are looking forward to hearing a lecture on Zoom from Anat Hoffman, leader of the group "Women of the 
Wall" for our January meeting. The event will be held on Sunday, January 24, at 10 am, and is scheduled to last 
about two hours.   

Women of the Wall (Neshot Hakotel) is a group of Jewish women from Israel and around the world who strive 
to achieve the right to wear prayer shawls, pray and read from the Torah collectively and out loud at the 
Western Wall (Kotel) in Jerusalem. Women of the Wall is comprised of women from all denominations of 
Judaism - Orthodox, Reform, Conservative, Masorti, Renewal and Reconstructionist. Women of the Wall not 
only seeks empowerment in group prayer and Torah reading at our most sacred site, but also strives for 
recognition of our prayer services by the legal and religious Israeli authorities, for the sake of all Jewish women. 

This presentation does require online pre-registration, along with a minimum donation of $18. Information will be sent to WRJ 
members, and will be available on the Temple’s weekly emails. 

For February, we are planning a hands-on event with polymer clay, led by two of our own sisters. The list of supplies will be sent 
out at a later date.   

If you are interested in more details for either of these events, please contact us at wrj@teesd.org. 

WRJ Sisterhood: Sisters by Choice 
by Barbara Chancy and Nancy Marcus, Co-Presidents 

As she did in November, Leanne Pearl will lead our next Drum Circle in the well lighted yard of a private 
home not far from the Temple, with plenty of space for social distancing. Masks will be required. Bring your 
own chair, a sweater or jacket, and your drum. If you are new to the group, we welcome you and will 
provide drums for you to use if you don’t have any.  

In November,  we all felt safe and were happy to see each other in person. We skipped the December 
meeting to respect the California Stay At Home order. 

Please note that our day of the week has changed from Wednesday to Tuesday, and that we will meet 
earlier in the day. 

For questions about the Drum Circle and the address for the January meeting, please contact Bonnie Baron 
at bonnieebaron@gmail.com. 

Drum Circle 
Tuesday, January 26  3 pm 
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Adult Education 

Supporting Lifelong Jewish Learning 
 by Madelynn Micon and Laurie Baron, Committee Co-Chairs 

Special Movie Night in honor of Martin Luther King Day 

Marshall 
Saturday, January 16  6:45 pm 

In 1940, Thurgood Marshall was a young lawyer for the NAACP, who defended innocent African-Americans 
from unjust indictments in court. His latest case is in Bridgeport, Connecticut where an African-American 
chauffeur is accused of raping a wealthy white society woman. To admit Marshall into the local Bar, Jewish 
insurance lawyer Sam Friedman is picked over his objections to do introductions in court. However, 
Friedman's commitment changes drastically when the racist judge forbids Marshall to speak in court, 
forcing Friedman to act as lead counsel. Now in an intolerable situation for the pair, Marshall must guide 
his new compatriot through this criminal trial as Friedman deals with this unfamiliar area of law and 
bigoted harassment. However, the case proves more complex than either anticipates with unexpected 
twists and turns as it becomes a vital one that would define two careers as well as the fight for justice in 
America. 

Marshall was made in 2017. It is directed by Reginald Hudlin, and stars Chadwick Boseman, Josh Gad and Kate Hudson. 

Join us for dinner before the movie at 6:15 pm. Laurie Baron’s introduction will begin promptly at 7 pm, and he will lead a 
discussion following the screening. The Zoom link will be posted in the Temple’s weekly emails. 

Coffee with the Rabbi 
Wednesdays, January 6, 13, 20 & 27  11 am 

Drop in on Zoom when you can for a lively discussion on current events. No registration is needed – just an interest in Jewish 
learning.  

Torah Study 
Saturdays  9 am 

An in depth study of Torah portions and commentary, led by Rabbi Devorah and Rabbi Benj. 

Zoom links are posted weekly in the Temple emails for both Coffee with the Rabbi and Torah Study. 

Since our speaker expenses continue even during the pandemic, donations to the Adult Education Fund would be greatly 
appreciated.     

Please watch the Temple’s website, emails and the monthly bulletin for lifelong learning opportunities all year. For more 
information about the Adult Ed Committee, please contact Madelynn at adulted@teesd.org or (619)200-3237. 

The Adult Education Committee of Temple Emanu-El is dedicated to meeting the educational needs of each adult member of the 
congregation by facilitating learning experiences that enhance understanding of Jewish tradition, history and culture.  This is 

accomplished through utilization of resources within the congregation and throughout the Jewish community. 

The 31st annual Jewish Film Festival will present over 50 virtual screenings 
this year, which you can enjoy from the comfort of your home. Though the 
Festival this year will look and feel different, the spirit of the Festival will 
remain the same, celebrating film, connection and Jewish culture. Live 
discussions with filmmakers and other guests, and question and answer 
sessions are planned throughout the Festival. 

Underwriter opportunities are now available, which will allow access to all of the films, plus Preview Night on February 10. 
The full schedule of films and individual film tickets will be available on line on January 6. For more details, please see 
www.lfjcc.org/cjc/sdjff.  
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Ahchoo! Ahchoo! Let’s Blame the Jews: 
Disease Tropes in Covid-19 Cartoons and Memes 

Presented by Dr. Jeffrey Demsky 
Saturday, January 9  7 pm 

Pandemics breed more than disease. Viruses provoke scapegoating and Jews are common targets. 
Seven hundred years ago, Bubonic Plague lore cast them as social toxins. Martin Luther’s writings, 
Protocols’ claims, Nazi discourses, and, currently, “alt right” websites have maintained this negative 
branding. During the Covid-19 outbreak, slurs of “Jew Flu” and “Holocoughs” reveal an old wisdom: 
namely that Jews living in majority Christian nations face increased negative scrutiny during trying 
times. This talk assembles and analyzes dozens of these current images, situated alongside earlier historical examples. 

In this talk, Dr. Demsky will focus on American cartoonist Ben Garrison, whose drawings disseminate Covid-19 antisemitism and 
which are occasionally retweeted by President Trump. Garrison rehashes familiar anti-Rothschild and anti-Soros smears. Notably, 
he implicates Christians, namely Anthony Fauci, into his anti-Jewish critiques. He also reassigns Nazi and Holocaust imagery to 
“Jewish” scientists, depicting them as trying to enslave Christendom via their mask-wearing mandates and inoculations.  

Jeffrey Demsky is an Associate Professor of Political Science and History at San Bernardino Valley College. He completed his 
Master’s Degree in modern European History at the American University in Washington D.C., and his doctorate in U.S. History at 
the University of Florida. 

Dr. Demsky’s scholarship exists at the intersection of western popular culture and Holocaust representation. His work analyzes its 
portrayal in Anglo-American theatre, film, music, television programs and Internet sites. He has presented his work at many global 
conference and his articles and essays have appeared in American, British, Canadian, Dutch, French and German publications.  

His forthcoming book, Irreverent Remembrance: Nazi and Holocaust Representations in Anglo-American Popular Culture, 1945-
2020 explores how cheeky representations of this history, while violating expectations for solemnity in depicting the Holocaust, 
can promote awareness of it, especially among uninitiated twenty-first century learners.  

Please watch the Temple weekly emails for information on signing up for the Zoom link. 

Torah School wishes everyone a very happy new year!  Here are 
important dates coming up in January: 

• 1/3, 1/6  Torah School Closed for Winter break

• 1/10  4th Grade Open House  1 pm

4th grade parents please join us on a Zoom call where we will get to 
know your child’s teacher, get to know each other better, and learn 
about what your kids have been learning this year in Torah School.   

• 1/17  Torah School Closed for MLK Day Weekend

• 1/22  Family Shabbat Service

Tune into the Temple Livestream to watch Family Shabbat 
services.  We will do Birthday blessings and a puppet show.  After 
services, log on to our Oneg Zoom room to wish other Torah School 
families a Shabbat shalom! 

• 1/24  K-2 Open House  1 pm

K-2 parents please join us for a Zoom meeting where you will get to
know your children’s teachers, get to know each other better, and
learn about how to support your child’s learning at home.

• 1/30  Cabaret Night

Join us for our Torah School fundraiser and help support our 
children’s Jewish education! 

Torah School 
by Rabbi Benj Fried 
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Contributions, continued

BULLETIN DEADLINES 

January 1 for the February issue 

February 1 for the March issue 

HA-SOFER    THE SCRIBE 

is published monthly 
by Temple Emanu-El 

6299 Capri Drive  San Diego, CA 92120 

SanETY Tikkun Olam Project
by Jake Zubkoff and Lilith Freund, 

SanETY Board Members 

Dear friends and community members, 

We hope everyone is staying safe and comfortable during 
these trying times. This year has not been easy, but the 
empathy and resolve shown by our Temple Emanu-El 
community has been grounding for so many of us. We feel 
so lucky to be surrounded by such compassion and 
kindness. 

With this in mind, it is so important to recognize those who 
do not have the communities and support networks we are 
so blessed with. San Diego is home to one of the largest 
unsheltered populations in the country, and the economic 
downturn caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has pushed 
even those in financially stable households to the brink.  

With the spirit of Tikkun Olam in mind, the SanETY board 
has decided to organize a food drive to benefit the hungry 
population here in San Diego. On Sunday, January 10 and 
Sunday, January 24 SanETY will have safe drop-off stations 
in the Temple parking lot to collect food donations before 
and during Torah School from 8:30 am to 12 pm each day. 
All donations will be delivered to the Jewish Family Service 
Food Pantry. If you’re able to donate, we are asking for 
canned foods, dried foods, and other non-perishable items . 

We appreciate the support and look forward to seeing you 
(from a distance!) in a few weeks. 
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In Our Temple EmanuEl Family 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

• To Barbara Pollack for her work on editing the
bulletin

• To Amy Besnoy for maintaining and updating the
Temple’s Facebook page

TODAH RABAH 

 To Marcia and Eric Berneger on the birth of their
grandson, Orion Drake Berneger

• To Larry and Marilyn Ponseggi on the engagement
of their daughter Heather to David Miller

• To Cathi and Ron Marx on their daughter Tovah
receiving her Masters Degree in Forensic Psychology
from Southern New Hampshire University

MAZAL TOV 

Fabio De Lima  Jenna Castle & Brian Klima 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Condolences 
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January 2021      Tevet - Shevat 5781 

Senior Rabbi  Devorah Marcus  rabbi@teesd.org 
Associate Rabbi  Benj Fried   rabbibenj@teesd.org 
Executive Director Shaun Copans  scopans@teesd.org 
Rabbi Emeritus  Martin S. Lawson  rabmsl7825@gmail.com 
Founding Rabbi  Morton J. Cohn z”l 
Preschool Director Janet Arkin   jarkin@teesd.org 
Webmaster   Donna Lander  donna@teesd.org 
Bulletin Contact  Publicity Committee publicity@teesd.org 

Officers: 
Co-President  Jeff Schindler          presidents@teesd.org 
Co-President      Eric Rosenzweig  presidents@teesd.org 
Vice Pres/Pres Elect Cathi Marx   cathi.marx@cox.net 
Treasurer   Layne Cogan  laynemelissa@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary Marc Glazer  a1witz@cox.net  
Recording Secretary Debbie Macdonald dmacdonaldsd@gmail.com 
Immed. Past Pres  Madeline Gershwin mgiborah5776@gmail.com 
Executive Past Pres Aaron Cohn  a.cohn@sbcglobal.net  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     JAN 1  ▪ 17 TEVET JAN 2  ▪ 18 TEVET 

     
OFFICE CLOSED 

Shabbat Service 
6 pm 

Torah Study 9 am 

Shabbat Service  
10:30 am 

JAN 3 ▪ 19 TEVET JAN 4  ▪ 20 TEVET JAN 5  ▪ 21 TEVET JAN 6  ▪ 22 TEVET JAN 7  ▪ 23 TEVET JAN 8  ▪ 24 TEVET JAN 9  ▪ 25 TEVET 

NO TORAH 
SCHOOL 

 

Intro to Judaism 
10 am 

Recovery  
International 

10 am 

Community  
Jewish High 

7 pm 

Coffee with  
the Rabbi 

11 am 

NO HEBREW 
CLASSES 

 
Shabbat Service  

6 pm 

 

Torah Study 9 am 

Shabbat Service 
10:30 am 

Adult Ed Speaker: 
Jeffrey Demsky 

7 pm 

JAN 10 ▪ 26 TEVET  JAN 11  ▪ 27 TEVET JAN 12  ▪ 28 TEVET JAN 13  ▪ 29 TEVET JAN 14  ▪ 1 SHEVAT JAN 15  ▪ 2 SHEVAT JAN 16  ▪ 3 SHEVAT 

SanETY Food 
Drive    8:30 am 

Torah School 
9:30 am 

Intro to Judaism 
10 am 

Biblical Hebrew 
2 pm 

Recovery  
International 

10 am 
 

Coffee with  
the Rabbi 

11 am 

WRJ Board 
Meeting 
4:15 pm 

Torah School  
Hebrew Classes 

4:30 pm 

 
MLK Shabbat 

Service 
6 pm 

Torah Study 9 am 

 

Shabbat Service  
10:30 am 

 

Adult Ed Film: 
Marshall 
6:45 pm 

JAN 17 ▪ 4 SHEVAT JAN 18  ▪ 5 SHEVAT JAN 19  ▪ 6 SHEVAT JAN 20  ▪ 7 SHEVAT JAN 21  ▪ 8 SHEVAT JAN 22  ▪ 9 SHEVAT JAN 23  ▪ 10 SHEVAT 

NO TORAH 
SCHOOL 

 

NO INTRO TO 
JUDAISM 

 

NO BIBLICAL  
HEBREW 

OFFICE & 
PRESCHOOL 

CLOSED  MLK DAY 

Recovery  
International 

10 am 

MLK Day of  
Service   10 am 

Book Group  
7 pm 

Cybersecurity 
Webinar 

6 pm 

 

Community  
Jewish High 

7 pm 

Coffee with  
the Rabbi 

11 am 

 

Torah School  
Hebrew Classes 

4:30 pm 

  

 

 

Preschool &  
Family Shabbat 

Service 
6 pm 

Torah Study 9 am 

Shabbat Service  
10:30 am 

JAN 24 ▪ 11 SHEVAT JAN 25  ▪ 12 SHEVAT JAN 26 ▪ 13 SHEVAT JAN 27 ▪ 14 SHEVAT JAN 28 ▪ 15 SHEVAT JAN 29 ▪ 16 SHEVAT JAN 30 ▪ 17 SHEVAT 

SanETY Food 
Drive    8:30 am 

Torah School 
9:30 am 

Intro to Judaism 
10 am 

WRJ Speaker: 
Anat Hoffman 

10 am 

Biblical Hebrew 
2 pm 

Recovery  
International 

10 am 

Drum Circle 
3 pm 

 

Community  
Jewish High 

7 pm 

Coffee with  
the Rabbi 

11 am 

 

Torah School  
Hebrew Classes 

4:30 pm 

 

Board of  
Directors 
6:30 pm 

Shabbat Service 
6 pm 

Torah Study 9 am 
 

Shabbat Service  
10:30 am 

Torah School 
9:30 am 

Intro to Judaism 
10 am 

      

JAN 31 ▪ 18 SHEVAT 


