Architecture of Time

Technical civilization is man’s conquest of space. It
is a triumph frequently achieved by sacrificing an
essential ingredient of existence, namely, time. In
technical civilization, we expend time to gain space.
To enhance our power in the world of space is our main
objective. Yet to have more does not mean to be more.
The power we attain in the world of space terminates
abruptly at the borderline of time. But time is the heart
of existence.

To gain control of the world of space is certainly one
of our tasks. The danger begins when in gaining power
in the realm of space we forfeit all aspirations in the
realm of time. There is a realm of time where the goal
1s not to have but to be, not to own but to give, not to
control but to share, not to subdue but to be in accord,
Life goes wrong when the control of space, the acquisi-
tion of things of space, becomes our sole concern,

Nothing is more useful then power, nothing more
frightful. We have often suffered from degradation
by poverty, now we are threatened with degradation
through power. There is happiness in the love of labor,
there is misery in the love of gain. Many hearts and
pitchers are broken at the fountain of profit. Selling
himself into slavery to things, man becomes & utens]
that is broken at the fountain.

Technical civilization stems primarily from the de.
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6 the Sabbath

flames. Is the joy of possession an antidote to the
terror of time which grows to be a dread of inevitable
death? Things, when magnified, are forgeries of hap-
piness, they are a threat to our very lives; we are more
harassed than supported by the Frankensteins of spa-
tial things.

It is impossible for man 1o shirk the problem of
time. The more we think the more we realize: we can-
not conquer time through space. We can only master
time in time.*

The higher goal of spiritual living is not to amass
a wealth of information, but to face sacred moments.
Tn a religious experience, for example, it 1s not @
thing that imposes itself on man but 2 spiritual pres-
ence.” What is retained in the soul is the moment of
insight rather than the place where the act came 1o
pass. A moment of insight is a fortune, transporting us
beyond the confines of measured time. Spiritual life
begins to decay when we fail to sense the grandeur of
what is eternal in time.

Our intention here is not 1o deprecate the world of
space. To disparage space and the blessing of things
of space, is to disparage the works of creation, the
works which God beheld and saw “it was good.” The
world cannot be seen exclusively sub specie temporis.
Time and space are interrelated. To overlook either
of them is to be partially blind. What we plead against
is man’s unconditional surrender 1o space, his enslave-
ment to things. We must not forget that itismot a thing
that lends significance to a moment; it is the moment
that lends significance to things. '

'_l‘he_Bible is more concerned with time than with
space. It sees the world in the dimension of time. It
pays more attention to generations, to events, than to
countries, to things; it is more concerned with history
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10 the Sabbath

that the erection of a Tabernacle, of holiness in space,
was commanded.® The sanctity of time came first, the
sanctity of man came second, and the sanctity of space
lagt. Time was hallowed by God; space, the Taber-
nacle, was consecrated by Moses.’

While the festivals celebrate events that happened
in time, the date of the month assigned for each fes-
tival in the calendar is determined by the life in
nature. Passover and the Feast of Booths, for example,
coincide with the full moon, and the date of all fes-
tivals is a day in the month, and the month is a reflec-
tion of what goes on periodically in the realm of na-
ture, since the Jewish month begins with the new moon,
with the reappearance of the lunar crescent in the
evening sky.’’ In contrast, the Sabbath is entirely in-
dependent of the month and unrelated to the moon.™
Its date is not determined by any event in nature, such
as the new moon, but by the act of creation, Thus the
essence of the Sabbath is completely detached from
the world of space.

The meaning of the Sabbath is to celebrate time
rather than space. Six days a week we live under the
tyranny of things of space; on the Sabbath we try to
become attuned to koliness in time. It is a day on which
we are called upon to share in what is eternal in time,
to turn from the results of creation to the mystery of
creation; from the world of creation to the creation of
the world.
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machine, the socially acceptable ethic-etiquette, or the
hush of the solemn memorial assembly. The visible, per-
ceptible public image of the personality is fraught with
majesty and dignity. Adam the first is never alone. Man
in solitude has no opportunity to display his dignity and
majesty, since both are behavioral social traits, Adam the
first was not left alone even on the day of creation. He
emerged into the world together with Eve and God ad-
dressed himself to both of them as inseparable mermbers

"of ‘one community.




